February 21, 2010

Elena Aquino

5008 Downing St

Orlando, Fl 32839

947-3655

The Honorable Scott Randolph 

Suite 100

701 East South Street

Orlando Fl

Dear Representative Randolph: 

I am writing to urge the state Legislature to act immediately on removing the limit on the number of nurse practitioner sites one physician can supervise. As a graduate student working on getting my masters in nursing, a resident of the state, and a patient of a nurse practitioner, I would like to formally adjure you to support this legislation that is vital not only for my profession but also for my healthcare needs.  

There is a shortage of physicians that are entering the primary care field. The American College of physicians admits to the growing need for advanced nurse practitioners (ARNP). As of September 2009, there were 13,894 ARNPs registered with the state of Florida. With the dwindling number of physicians, the current supervisory requirements are not feasible or needed. ARNPS are educated on a masters and doctorate level. Advanced nurse practitioners provide safe high quality care. The Institute of Medicine released a report in October of 2010 that recommends removal of all scope of practice restrictions on ARNPs as a way to drive down costs, while increasing high quality access to primary health care.

I politely urge you to support bill HB 4103/medical practice. ARNPs can save this state millions if these unnecessary regulations could be eradicated.

Please feel free to contact me with any additional questions. 

Sincerely, 

Elena Aquino

